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PAUL, 
1 A M gad to ſee you in this bleſſed place, my 
brother. You came hither ſome time before 
me; but, through aſtoniſhing mercy, I alſo arrived 
at laſt, bleſſed be my Redeemer! 

TRIEr. If you are ſurpriſed, that mercy was 
* to you for life eternal; how much more 
wonder may I feel, that ſo vile a wretch. as 1 | 
ſhould ever have beeri ranſomed and admitted to 


ſuch a place, and to ſuch Company's as I Kod 3 : J 


here! 


Pavt. It is a wonder, india chat; you mould — 


be ſaved; and doubtleſs you are a ſtriking monu- 
ment of peculiar mercy: but I, however, appear 
to myſelf, a far ſuperior proof of the riches of di- 
vine grace, and a far greater miracle of the diving 
power, than you are, notwithſtanding the apparent | 
n IC of _ wicked life in the world, 

A THzBe, 


2 


Tarrzy. I will readily allow, that you may 
® have a deeper ſenſe and more enlarged views of 


the goodneſs of God, than T am capable of; and 
this indeed 1s a proof of brighter endowments, 
and, in that ſenſe, of richer grace and mercy : 
but, in another view, conſidering me in my ſtate 
of nature, I certainly muſt appear a more enor- 
mous ſinner than you were in the fame ſtate ; 
and conſequently my falvation, in reſpect of our 
unconverted condition, a more ſurpriſing inſtance 
of divine condeſcenſion and favor. 
Paur. With reſpect to bodily acts of fin and 
to offences againſt civil ſociety, I admit, that your 


life and converſation were more atrocious and 
pernicious than mine. But, when it pleaſed 
God to open my blind eyes and manifeſt me to 
my own ſelf, I diſcovered greater enormities in 
my heart and conduct againſt God, than you 
ever found in all your deteſtable practices . 


men. 


TuIET. Very few, I cad in the lower 
world. will either underſtand. or allow of this. 
What! ſhall it be ſaid then, that my roguery, 
treaſon, murder, and all ſorts of deſtructive wick - 
edneſs, were leſs crimes, than your faſting, prayer, 
your ſtrict converſation, and rigid life, which you 
yourſelf have owned, as concerning the. e 


bieſs of the Jewiſh Ys. to + ave been blameleſs ? 


5 Pa 
N os. re. 5 a 1 : 8 : UL, 
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PAavi. Whatever were the appearances, your 
life and mine were highly ſinful, and both ut= 
terly unjuſtifiable. But if you debate with me; 


rb was the greater ſinner before God,. and not 


before man only ; ; and who, in conſequence, is 


and was peculiarly the object of God's greater 
| mercy ; J believe, it will be found, upon due ex- 


amination, that your degree of criminality, in the 


fight of the Moſt Holy, was leſs than mine. 


THIEF. I have ſcarce thought it poſſible, that 
a greater ſinner than myſelf could have been found 
amongſt the redeemed; fo notoriouſly wicked, 
and ſhameleſs, was I. You will give me leave, 
therefore, to ſpeak of this matter a little with 


you, and. to ftate the circumftances of my caſe 


tor your farther confideration. 
I was a wretched creature moſt ſurely: a poor, 


low fellow, of Gentile or mongrel extraction. 


Born of parents obſcure,” and perhaps no better 


than myſelf, they ſeemed neither capable nor de- 
firous of giving me any education, but ſuch as 
might qualify me to be a diſtinguiſhed or ſuc- 


ceſsful villain. No crime, no roguery, no baſe- 
neſs, no murder, did JI heſitate to commit. * 


felt, upon the commiſſion of theſe, no remorſe: 
I was touched with no tenderneſs or ſhame. 
This kind of life I followed for many years, hard- 


. in my heart againſt the cries of the injured, 
| A 2 1 defying 


Ow OOTY: 5 we SRD Oy Rn  —- — — 
— 


1 4 1 : 
defying « or regardleſs of the vengeance of heaven, 


a mere calamitous ſcourge, the peſt of ſociety, 


the audacious foe of God and man. 

Can you pretend, dear Paur, to ſay, that 
your life was like mine * that it was marked 
with ſuch abandoned guilt ? that it diſcovered 


ſuch extreme depravity. ? or, that it could poſ- 


ſibly be ſo odious and abominable, either in the 
ſight of God or man, as mine was ? You cannot 
ſurely diſpute the . palm of wickedneſs with me, 
and conſequently are not quite ſo much 2 monu- 


ment of ſuperabundant goodneſs as myſelf. All 


heaven, I think, can ſcarce produce ſuch another, 
Paul., That your courſe of life was wicked 
and deteſtable, I haye allowed; nor do; I mean 


to leſſen or extenuate one of your crimes. _ Bad 


enough they were, moſt aſſuredly, before God 


and man, However, my brother, you and I are 


not to judge according to outward appearance, 
but according to a more righteous judgment. 


Reſpecting the fleſh, I had certainly advantages 


ſuperior to your's. I grant, and have granted, that 

no man had more *; and, after me, not any one 
had, or can have, 10 many. 1 was born of the 
unmixed ſtock of Abraham, and of one of the 
moſt highly favoured tribes. My parents ini- 


Wird me into the out ward Arn without de- 
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188 
lay, and afforded me every aſſiſtance, that kind- 
neſs and piety could afford, to render me both a 
great and good man: nor was their tender con- 


cern loſt upon me; for I profited in the Fews 


religion above many my equals in mine own na- 
tion, and became, among the Phariſees them- 
ſelves, who, you know, were reputed ſuperemi- 
nently ſtrict and devout, one of the moſt ſtrict, 
devout, and zealous of any. And yet all this L- 
counted 1%, I counted dung: mere filth-it was, 
and I found it to be ſo, When it pleaſed God to 
open my eyes, and to apply his law in its- pun- 
gent. ſpirituality to my heart,” Then the Vn, 
which was in the whole and every part of my 
corrupt nature, revived ; and I, poor PAUL, 2 

convicted, ſelf-condemned, overwhelmed finner, 
ſunk under the load and died +. Here it was 
that mercy found me; and, from this ſad condi- 
tion, the power of God reſtored me to newneſs of 


life. O aſtoniſhing mercy; that could deſcend 


to ſuch a caitiff as I was; that could change fo 
baſe, ſo rebellious, ſo proud, ſo odious a will as 
mine; that could open my blinded eyes, and 
turn ſuch a wretch as myſelf, from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of ſatan unto God!“ 
THIEF. But, granting that your former life 


had i in it DAE nature of fin, how can you proves 


1 oe n * Rom. vii. 9. 5 1 ET DS 
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(61 
that it was ſo exceedingly ſinful as be You 
faſted and prayed, while I plundered and ſtole; 
you demeaned yourſelf ſoberly and juſtly before 
all men, while I was a ravager and a murderer ; 
you had knowledge, and uſefulneſs, and reputa- 
tion, while I was hardened in ignorance, impu- 
dence, and every fcandalous enormity. How 


then was your ſtate of ſinfulneſs fo dangerous, or 
ſo deplorable, as mine ? 


Paul. In the fight of mer, and ſo far indeed 


as regards the outward welfare of ſociety, I allow 
it was not. But, when we come to conſider the 
Principles of action, and their final rendency, I 


muſt eſteem the ſpirit of my fins (if I may uſe the 


expreſſion) to have in it a greater malignity than 
even your's had, though there was enough of it 
in your's to damn a thouſand worlds. 

The depravity of your nature and mine was 


undoubtedly equal and the ſame : but the exer- 


ciſe, the force, the direction of that depravity in 
you, were moſtly of a corporal nature, and affected 
the properties 'or perſons of men, without the 
thought, indeed, or the fear of God before your 
eyes. Vou had the fierce and ravaging paſſions 
of the beaſt, driving you on to exceſſes without 


conſideration. Senſuality was your principle, 
your aim, and your end. My corruptions, on 


the other hand, took a different courſe, They 


Were 


L224 
were altogether under a more refined and ſpi- 
ritual management. Under the notion of ſerving 
God; I was altogether. 4 rebel againſt him; 
ſetting up my own perverſe will againſt his; 
my ignorance againſt his wiſdom ; my duties 
againſt his righteouſneſs; the form of godlineſs 
againſt the ſubſtance or power of it; the legal 
ſhadows, by a vile perverſion, againſt what thoſe 
ſhadows exhibited and were intended to teach; 
and, in a word, my finful ſelf ( garniſhed and ſet 
off by human ſkill and labour) in direct oppo- 


fition to Chriſt the Redeemer, and * Wong 
plan of his falvation. 


Trier. But was not I guilty of a fimilar of. 
fence againſt him, and in a moſt dreadful degree 
too, when I joined, not only with my fellow- 
thief, but with the ſcribes, phariſees, and chief 
prieſts, in caſting the moſt blaſ phemous invec- 
tives in his teeth * ? 

_ Pavr. True; you joined in the outward and 
outrageous expreſſion of their fin ; but it was not 
poſſible for you, in your ſtate, to have the pecu- 
liar malignity of it in your heart againſt your 

Saviour. You did not attempt to juſtify your- 
ſelf. You owned, that you received the juſt re- 
ward of your deeds, and therefore that you had no 
claim whatever, before God or man, of better 


* Matt. xxvii. 44. 
treatment 


[8 ] 

- treatment for your villainies. But I, and. thoſe 
chief prieſts and phariſces, reputedly learned and 
devout, deteſted Chriſt and his gracious work of 
redemption both together; re/ifted conſtantly 
and maliciouſſy the Spirit of God *, in the mer- 
ciful revelation of his will; preferred the carnal 
and erroneous reaſonings and traditions of ſinful 
and arrogant men to his poſitive truth, making it, 
as far as we could, , none effect; and doing all 
the agſpigt in our power to the grace, wiſdom, 
deſigns, and love of God. And we did all this 
too, with peculiar aggravation, under the cover 
of his own inſtitutions, perverting them by ſa- 
tanie pride, and under the moſt ſubtle and ve- 
hement influence of the ſatanic ſpirit. 3 
Tr. But furely I was under diabolic in- 
fluence in my ſtate or̃ nature as well as you, or 
(as you have ſomewhere expreſſed it) was taken 


captive 1 the prince of the Ma wo the air at bis | 


1 . | 

Paul.. Granted ; but yet in anther manner, 
ads in a way of leſs direct and ſpecial malignity 
againſt God: The devil, as the Samael, or blind- 


ing god of this world , ruleth and-wworketh in the 
children of diſobedience univerſally; but, in ſome, 


by the groſſneſs of their corporal faculties : and, 
in theſe, becauſe the offence is more apparent 
Acts 1 t 2 Tim. f it, 25. 1 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
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end idedus t to man's outward ſenſes, he appears 
as the devil in black, altogether troubleſome and 


| pernicious. He ſets carnal intereſts at variance, 


ſtirs up carnal paſſions upon them, and ends the 
matter with carnal violence : or, he excites other 


foul diſpoſitions, which ſeek their gratification 


or end in ſordid or carnal ſenſualities. But ſatan 
is never ſo dangerous as when dreſſed in white, 
when he comes with pretended refinements of 
holineſs, and, under the ſpecious diſguiſe of ſelf- 
wrought righteouſneſs, would appear like an an- 
gel of ligbt from heaven; nor is he ever ſo truly 
malignant and baleful as then. Who could have 
expected to have found him, garniſhed with 

phylacteries full of texts from the law of God; 
ſaying long prayers at all times, in the houſe, 


or the market; or ſo overflowing with de- 


votion as to pour it forth in the corners of the 


ſtreets? Who could think ill of the zeal, by 


which he induced men to ſleep on a narrow hard 
board, that they might riſe up the earlier to the 
worſhip of God; or to afflict themſelves, in va- 
rious ways, - with, thorns for the ſame purpoſe ? 
Who would i imagine, that the devil ſhould be fo 
ſtrict and ſanctimonious a regarder of the divine 
inſtitutions, as to tythe mint, aniſe, and cummin; 


or fo careful to preſerve men from ſin, as to en- 


join them to wear long hoods, and to keep their 
5 Ji yeh 


cath 8 


8 
ex) 


1 10 ] 
eyes conſtantly upon the ground, leſt has ſhould 


be defiled by ſome objects or temptations of ini- 


quity ? Who could believe, F ignorant of bis de- 


wices, or the myſterious depths of ſatan *, that it 


was poſſible for him to ſet men upon keep- 


ing the whole law of God, upon eſtabliſhing 


righteouſneſs and holineſs. for themſelves, and 


upon inculcating theſe upon others? And yet all 


this ſatan urged upon me, and upon my brethren 
the phariſces ; and as this hath been his conftant 
practice, from the days of Cain, fo he is now 


— in the ſame work, and wil probably employ 


himſelf in the ſame way to: the end of the world. 


Tmize. And yet, I believe, ſome of theſe 


people have been ſincere in all this, not knowing 
by what ſpirit they were led, or hat manner of 


ſpirit they were of. 1 23 
PavL. Unqueſtionably. They v were bee 


and yet - (paradoxical as it may ſeem) they were 


| hypocrites ; and fo they were named by our Lord, 
when he was among them. They were /incere, 


knowing no better, and going onward as they 
were driven; that is, they really meant to juſtify 
themſelves, and really thought that they were 


doing God ſervice: but they were hypocrites 


notwithſtanding ; for they could not but know 
and feel, pretend what they might, that they 


2 Cor. ii. 11. 2 Theſſ. li. 7. Rev. ii. 24. 


— 


e 


3 Et N DN 2 —— _— 
- AR Es oo EIT I Its, HIS 64+ no 
Ne e a 8 3 e ON 2 
N e P 


AR 
1 


1 ] 


broke the law of God continually in one reſpect 

or other, and that therefore their claim to be 
Juſtified by what they had broken, muſt be both 
a palpable abſurdity in itſelf, and a mere cheat, 


if preſumed on as a title for reward. Beſides, 


the doing their works. to be ſeen of men, and m 


order to gain human eſteem, if there had been 


ns other imperfection in them, was a violation 
of the firſt and great commandment, namely, an 


exaltation of the glory of sELF againſt God, 

whom ALONE the law directs to be ſerved, with- 
out any ſiniſter motive or unvarying end: and 
therefore the perverſion of this law, by human + 
frailty or corruption, is a pollution which God 
will avenge, and eſpecially when committed un- 
der ſelf-righteous pretences and diſguiſes; which; 

while they turn away the law from its true aſe in 
ſhewing men their fin, fight alſo againſt the 


goſpel, which leads to the only method ur afone- 


ment and juſtification. 1 

TIEF. All this is bad en N "Bub toi ; 
does this principle apply to you, fo as to eſta- 
bliſh the concluſion, that you, in your natural 
ſtate, could be a greater finner than myſelf? - 1 


know, that you haye ſaid, You were 2be chief of” 


finners ; but this has been thought rather a mark 
of your own deep humility, than a poſitive truth 
to be admitted in its full ſignification, 


B 2 | Paul. 


+ PavL. Indeed, I meant fully what I ſaid; 5 
| Puts I conceived” and found it to be a ſolemn | T 
j tmtuth, that no finner could be greater than poor | 2 
{| Paul, the zealous, the admired, the ſcrupulous 1 
| - _ Phariſee. I had all the blindneſs and error in x 


was I devoted to my own righteouſneſs ;. but I 
was a warm and eager advocate for all of the 


me, of which I have been ſpeaking. Not only 
| 
| 


ll lame principle. And if you ſtill inſiſt upon bo | : 
l dily demonſtrations of an evil heart, remember. 5 
a what all this ſelf-righteouſneſs produced, and 
| what I have declared; namely, that I Was once : 

[ | (like you) a Slaſphemer myſelf, and a compeller F 


of others to baſpheme, a perſecutor, and injurious; 
I might even ſay a murderer ; yea, a holy and 

3 bloody hypocrite * ;” for I was conſenting to the 
| death of the martyr Stephen, and, in the great 
| 


perſecution which followed his death, gave my 


10 voice againſt many for their deſtruction, and 
fl 

I thought it my glory to make havock of the church 

I! of God. The foundation of all this was (though 


= I did not know it) my carnal mind, vainly puffed 
18 up with ſelf and full of enmity againſi God, which, 
= though it profeſſed the moſt exact ſubmiſſion, 
was really not ſubject to the law of God, neither 
| 
| 


indeed could be ff. 80 far as the body could act, 
all ſeemed fair and well in the ſight of men. 


| : 1 | * Luth, | + Rom. viii. 7. | 
= | | ; The 


Ca? 
The / pulchre was painted and whitened bands 
ſomely for human view on the outſide; but irh 
all was rottenneſs and pollution, all was filthy and 
loathſome, like dead men's bones. And when the 
occafion offered, you have ſeen what came of this 
my ſuperficial holineſs —1 perſecuted the church 


of God. Thus, whether my inward motives or 


outward life be conſidered ; how is it poſſible, 
that your load. of guilt could be greater than 
mine? Men indeed juſtified my guilt, and called 
it goodneſs ; but this was only rendering my caſe 
more deſperate, by aggravating and increafing ' 
the malady. Nor was my evil ſingular, though 
ſingularly ſtrong i in me. None, among the fin- 
ners of mankind, were more cruel and perſevering 


in malice againſt Chriſt himſelf, than the chief 


prieſts, ſcribes, and phariſees, my brethren in 
fleſh and ſentiment ; and theſe, you know, were 
the molt learned and ſeemed the moſt devout of 
all men in my nation, and therefore they were 
popularly conſidered and reſorted to, as the beſt 
acquainted with the things of God. | 
Trier, Alas! I joined with a too in that 
affair of perſecution, as far as I could; and re- 


viled the Son of God myſelf, while he was dying 


for my ſins. 


Paul. You were a poor rant Reman; and 


| (a the world lays) one of the mob: and the 


mob 


u! 

mob is uſually drawn by the mere authority of 
fuch men, as I am ſpeaking of, to do a thouſand 
things. againſt religion, which otherwiſe they 
would not have thought of, having no concern 
in their minds about the matter. Your fury was 
that of a brute hunted by men : Their rage was 
the immediate poſſeſſion of the devil himſelf. 
But, in order to underſtand the true compo- 
tion of myſelf, and of the ſcribes and phariſees, 
my antient friends, in our natural ſtate, it is ne- 
ceſſary to diſtinguiſh, between our religion itſelf, 
which in its grounds and purpoſe was ever true 
and holy, and the principles in and by which we 
received and maintained it. Religion, indeed, 
muſt be one and true, it being the immediate 
offspring or revelation of God; but there is a 
wide and (I may fay, contemplating the conſe- 
quences) an eternal difference between the con- 
ception and reception of this religion, by the 


carnal mind & as it exiſts in every man by nature 


through the fall, and by the ſpiritual mind . 


as it is renewed in the real chriſtian through the 
grace of Chriſt. The object is the ſame; but 
the principle of viſion or apprehenſion is exactly 
as oppoſite, as fleſh. is to ſpirit, or darkneſs to 
light. The f#e/b, that is, fallen and depraved 
nature, views every thing through its own car- 


1 Cor. ii. 14. + 1 Cor. ii. paſſim. 


dal 


7 


1 

nal and corrupted reaſon—a. principle, founded 
in doubt, and always concluding according to 
ſenſe, and therefore in divine things uſually con- 
cluding fallaciouſly. The pirit, that is, the re- 
newed mind, is firſt enabled fo caſt down reaſon- 
ings *, or (carnal. apprehenſions intruding ita 
things not ſeen by them, and then by faith, a 
principle wrought by the operation of God, o 
embrace truth upon divine authority, and to live 
in humble reſignation for the knowledge and en- 
joyment of it, * the ways and means 855 
pointed. ; 

Owing. to the difference of theſe two princi- 
ples, God's holy religion, as maintained by one 
or other of them, appears a very different thing 
in itſelf, though it be not fo, and is employed 
to very different ends. Religion, held by the 
fleſh, ſhall puff a man up, and incline him te 
think, that be 7s not as other men are. It ſhall 
appear in tbe fleſbly mind under all the horrid cir- 
cumſtances of furious bigotry and intolerant zeal; 
inducing perſecution, violence, contentions, ha- 
tred, and murder. Of this complexion were the 
high prieſt and his aſſociates, who condemned 
the firſt martyr under the goſpel, our brother 
Steppen : and when he faithfully charged them, 
in theſe memorable words; Ye , of-necked,. and 


" — 2 Cor. x. 5. | 5 
| untir= 
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uncircumciſed in heart and ears, ye do always reit 
the Holy Ghoſt: as your fathers did, ſo do ye 
2ohich of the prophets have not your fathers perſe- 
cuted? and they have flain them who ſhewed be- 
fore of the coming of the JusT One, of whom ye. 


have been now the betrayers and murderers ;— 


they fulfilled the whole, by murdering him alſo. 
And yet, at the ſame time, this outrageous ſpi- 
rit, maſked by the profeſſion of the true religion, 
added weight to their character in the eyes of the 
world, and ſeemed to increaſe the ſize of their 
holineſs and devotion. 

Tir. I now comprehend all this; PREY 
in the days of my fleſh, I ſhould no more have 
underftood it than the phariſees themſelves. 
And I plainly perceive what our Lord meant by 
faying to his diſciples, that if their righteouſneſs 
did not exceed the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes, 
great as it was in the eyes of men, they ſhould 
in no wiſe enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
But, pray go on with your diſcourſe, which is to 
me very intereſting and important. ; 

Pavr. When a man takes up with religion 
in the fleſh, he is induced to it, not out of real 
love to the things of God, but either from edu- 
cation, or the fear of hell, or the love of fame 
among decent people, or the care of temporal 
intereſt, or from the wiſh to ſtand high in his own 
f . importance 


LE 

importance and eſteem. For ſome or other of 
theſe purpoſes, he will be very ſtrict in all out- 
ward ſhews and ceremonies of religion, and will 
even go on to fanſy, that a fondneſs for theſe, 
and a zealous occupation in them, are the very 
eſſence of religion itſelf. He will perhaps faſt, 
and pray, and give alms; and with more noiſe 
and clatter too than half a dozen real Chriſtians, 
He will talk much of holineſs and ſtrictneſs of 
life, of rigid attention to the law of God, of cha- 
rity to men, and of being ready to every good 
word and work; all of which are juſt, beau- 
tiful, and indiſpenſible in their proper place and 
order, but by him ignorantly intended for the 
ſubverſion of more momentous truths, or for 
ſubſtitution in their ſtead; and therefore are and 
can be by him only talked of, but never rightly 
and holily performed. He is dextrous in turning 
law into goſpel, and goſpel into law, through his 

inexperience of both. Such an one alſo is ever 
diſcourſing an the reaſonableneſsof religion, which, 
though it certainly cannot be irrational as founded 
in God's eternal wiſdom ; yet its reaſonableneſs 
is not the ground of faith, but the divine teſti- 
mony, which cannot be wrong, whether 'men 
comprehend it or not, And believers do not 
receive it in the way of reaſon as curious ſpecu- 
latiſts, but in the way of recumbence as periſh- 
Ob | . ing 
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ing ſinners. But the carnaliſt, becauſe he is a 


 carnalift, ſuppoſes that religion is to be primarily 


apprehended by his own ſenſe and reaſon; that 
dark, corrupt, and fallen principle, which na- 
turally oppoſes itſelf to the mind of God: and 


becauſe he underſtands not the difference be- 
tween thoſe two very different principles, faith 


and reaſon; he ignorantly preſumes, in direct 
oppoſition to the teſtimony of God, that there 
is no ſpecific difference at all. Nay, a man in this 
ſtate will inſiſt upon it, that faith is not oppoſite 
to reaſon, and that faith is nothing elſe but a | 
peculiar exerciſe of reaſon ; thereby confounding 


with a witneſs the mind of the fleſh and the mite 


of the 8 pirit, which the Holy Ghoſt led me, when 
I wrote my epiſtles, carefully to ſtate and diſtin- 


guiſh. People of this kind (as my brother Lu- 


ther hath obſerved) < cannot poſſibly have faith, 


when they cannot tell what it is, and much leſs 


can they teach it to others: and as for that which 


they ſeem to have, it is nothing elſe but a very 
dream, an opinion, and natural reaſon, but not 


faith .“ Hence, as they proceed in their own 

ſpirit (for the Spirit of God always taught and 

teaches a different leſſon), they grow confident 

* * * in their own unn. wiſ- 
* On Ga, i it. - 42 3 
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dom, and ſtrength; and when they. are thus 
« at their beſt, then are they worſt of all.” 
The world adds oil to the flame; . O theſe 8 
holy men, learned and devout: if theſe are not 
right, who are? if theſe cannot be ſaved, who 
ſhall?” And if ſome of the great men of my 
time, who vaſtly exceeded in holy ap pearance all 
5h the modern phariſees, could now appear in the 
world below, how uncharitable ſhould I, and 
even my Maſter himſelf, be thought, if we ſhould 
call them (as he did) /erpents, hypocrites, genera- 
tion of vipers, who could not eſcape (at leaſt in that 
ſtate which appears ſo fair to N the \ very dam- 

nation of hell ?? _ | 
Faire, God indeed ſeeth not as man . : 
and how widely different do we ourſelves view 
things, after we are brought out of the darkneſs 
of nature into the light of grace? Witneſs my- 
ſelf, who, in one hour, reviled my dear Redeemer, 
not knowing his perſon, and that he was dying 
for my ſins; and, in another, ſaw him to be the 
Lord of life and glory, by whom alone I could 
be admitted into the kingdom of heaven. But 
proceed, my dear brother, in your diſcourſe, 
which carries with it Wy ſtrongeſt conviction to 

my mind. 

Paul. The men, 1 have been cs of, 
do not contuler, that THEY WHO ARE IN THE _ 
| c 2öͥ 5 
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FLE $8, and and the life, wifdom, righteouſ- 
neſs, as well as unrighteouſneſs of it, CANNOT 


PLEASE GOD *. Of courſe, they make nothing 
of that new birth +, which our Lord himſelf 


declared to be indiſpenſibly neceſſary, and ima- 
gine it to be little more than a change of ſenti- 
ments, a conviction of reaſon concerning the 
truths of the goſpel, or at moſt that men have 
ſome little additional light, and have it now in 
their power, to aſk for grace, to work by the 
aſſiſtance of it, and fo to render themſelves (at 


leaſt with a little of Chriſt's help) acceptable to 


the Majeſty on High. 
Now, all this proceeds from the fleſh : and 


you may be aſſured, that, when a man talks at 


this rate, the law of God, in all its ſpirituality 


and fiery holineſs, hath never been fully applied 
by the divine Spirit to his conſcience, He hath 


never ſtrongly felt the bitterneſs of ſin, the curſed 
depravity of a fallen nature, the plague of his own 


heart, the vile oppoſition of his own wicked ſpirit 


to the truth of God ; nor yet, on the other hand, 


that weakneſs to do good, that averſion to will 


good, that inaptitude to think good, which fin 
hath brought upon him. No horrors have paſſed 


through his ſoul, reſpecting the wrath of God 


hanging over kim; 3 No contrition, which could | 


8 viii. I. i 1 John ili. 3. ſee ver. 6. 


melt 
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melt the yery body itſelf into an agonizing feat, 
hath ſeized his frame; nodeep and pungent diſtreſs, 
ſuch as I and many more have felt, which could 
take away the appetite, and deſtroy all reft;for 
nights and days together, hath moleſted him. 
Theſe things, rather, are all ſtrange or wild ; 

and, it is ten to one, but he will revile them.— 


On the contrary ; he is ſtrong in the fleſh, full 


of his own life and activity, prompt to determine, 
ready to execute. His ſpeculations are all fair 
and pleaſing; and his life is, perhaps, ſo decent 
and regular (if the devil ſee it fit for his purpoſe, 
that it ſhould be fo) that he thinks it impoſſible 
(and probably others will ſupport the ne} 
that he ſhould be in the wrong. 8 . 
Trier. And perhaps it will be aſked; Gan 
ſuch a man's life be thought more evil than mine 
was, or he himſelf be more diſtant from the 
kingdom of God ? | 
Paul. More evil to men it conan is not, 
but yet more dangerous to himſelf. I know, 
with what caution this matter ſhould be treated. 
There are people who are ready to fay, and they 
faid it in my time, that if, where fin abounds, 
grace can much more abound, it will be right 
to ſin that it may the more abound; and fo, in 
this caſe, fin can do a believer no harm, but a 


| = deal of 2 both as it may promote the 
| divine 


T1 . | 
divine glory, and his own ne or advan- 


tage —This i is nearly like the devil's argument | 


with our Lord. © Caſt thyſelf down, for thou 
halt be ſupported according to the promiſe.” 
"And ſuch arguments and ſuch practices deſerve 
the beſt wages, which the devil has to beſtow. 
The damnation of all perverters and abuſers of 


the tender mercy and free grace of God, is, be- 


yond that of any other men, the moſt ſtupendous 
and juſt. Every real Chriſtian feels the deepeſt 


awe and indignation at the very mention of 1 | 


monſters in iniquity. 
Tarps. Men, who hate, becauſe they r 


underſtand nor « enjoy, the truth of God, will be 


ready to catch at any thing, which ſeems to wear 
the face of an objection; and therefore I wiſh to 

mention one other of their ſuggeſtions. * If 

prayer and other religious duties, performed by 
_ carnal men, have in them more of ſin, becauſe 
done in a phariſaic ſpirit, than the actions of the 
profligate committed with a publican's heart; it 
may ſeem right, either not to perform religious 


duties at all, or rather (as the leſſer evil of the Z 


two) to indulge the deſires of the fleſh.” 
Pau. This cavil is of the ſame ſtamp with 
| the other, and a mere paralogiſm of the devil. 
N barſce ver is not of faith, is in; and therefore 
the works of a faithleſs phariſee are undoubtedly 


ES 

_ finful; and, if he ſtand upon them before Grd, 
vill condemn him. The foul publican finner's 
. go beforehand, as it were, t0 judgement. 
Nobody, not even himſelf, attempts to juſtify 
him or them. The publican, therefore, and the 
phariſee will both merit and both find, if grace. 
prevent not, an utter deſtruction. The compa- 
riſon, in this caſe, which leaves both in hell, 
will be but of little conſolation to either of theſe 
when there, and is widely different from the 
compariſon of you and myſelf, in our former ſtate, 
which has no object in it, but to teſtify, who 
hath been delivered from the deepeſt pit, and 
who conſequently ſhall more exalt God's ſove- 

reign mercy. | 
And with reſpect to the uſe of prayers and 

other duties by unregenerate perſons, the church 
of God and the miniſtry of the word are outwardly 
eſtabliſhed, that all men may be called to all 
helps and means, and at the fame time be cau- 


tioned not to put their truſt in any thing they 


do, but ſimply and ſolely in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 
And if, after all this, men will ſerve themſelves 
nin a forbidden Way, or pervert the wholeſome 

truths of the word from food into poiſon, it will 
be at their own expence, and to their own per- 
petual ſorrow. 


Men 
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Mlren are indeed the worſe for hearin g the goſpel 
 Kſdlf, if not converted by it.  Chorazin, Beth- 
aida, and Capernaum, will find their caſe at laſt 
more deplorable than that of Tyre and Sidon, of 
Sodom and © Gomorrah. But was the word of 
truth notwithſtanding to be reſtrained? Was it 
not ſtill to be preached 70 every creature? The 
{corners and rejecters may finally ſay, it would 
have been better for them, if they had never 
heard it: and it would have been ſo. And ſo 
it would, that the ſcribes and phariſees had never 
known the true religion; | becauſe then they 
|  cquld not have abuſed it by long and lifeleſs do- 

ings of their own to final deſtruction. But 
the fault was not in the goſpel, not in religion, 
not in prayers, not in any other acts of duty; 
but in their carnal hearts, which perverted them 
all from their precious uſe and deſign. And, 
therefore, the argument drawn from the abuſe 
againſt the uſe diſſolves itſelf in this as in 
all Scherz. 

Taree, I am ſenfible that theſe things are "Y | 
ry that no man, who hath ted that the Lord is 
gracious, can endure the thought of abuſing his 
goodneſs. It may be right, therefore, for our bre- 
thren yet upon earth, at all times to guard, as much 
as 5 theſe rich bleſſings from perverſion; ; 
55 though 


as 3 


thoogh I know very well, that 1 it is not. the man, 
who hath been crucified with Chriſt, having en- 
dured the pangs of the law, but the ſinners, who 
are at eaſe in Zion, and who never felt its pierc- 
ing ſpirituality, that will abuſe them. 
Paul. You ſpeak my own ſentiments clearly. 
None ever exalted Chriſt more by word or pen; 
nonę ever expreſſed more abhorrence and re- 
: jection of fin; than I have done. Nor did 1 
ever ſpeak a word, nor would I be underſtood to 
harbour a thought, againſt the decencies of hu- 
man life, the practice of any thing in any reſpe& 
profitable, no, nor even the appearahce of vir- 
tue. But, in order to confirm the appearance, 
I ever inſiſted upon the reality. For, however 
deſirable the ſhew may be for the benefit 5 
others, and for the temporal life, there is a vaſt 
difference in the caſe, when it is to paſs in re- 
view before God; where will be conſidered, not 
merely the thing done, but the motive for doing 
it; not ſimply the action, but the ſpirit and prin- 
ciple which directed it. One man may give ten 
thouſand talents to the poor, and another only 
fifty mites; but the former, doing it from a 
wrong cauſe and to a wrong end, ſhall not be 
advantaged by the act for himſelf, however pro- 
Hitable it may be to others; and the latter, Work- 
ing by the 8 pirit of grace, and I his pur- 
ef: ID: . 3. 
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| poſe with a ſingle eye to the glory of God, an ; 


be bleſſed in his deed. It was right for the pha- 
rife in the temple, and for all other men, to fay, 
God, I thank thee ;” but when it was ſaid, ei- 
ther without a true meaning, or for the falſe end 
of his own merit, it became abominable in the 


fight of n114, whom he pretended to praiſe ; and 
his thanks were therefore rejected. One man may 


uſe even the fame words with another in prayer; 


but the firſt, praying with a corrupt intention or 
faithleſs mind, hit prayer ſhall be turned into fin ; 


while the laft, ſubmitting his foul through grace, 


or praying in the life of grace, his requeſt ſhall 
be heard with delight, and his fuit anfwered in 


due time. The ſame may be faid of all other 


duties and ſervices: it is the juſtified ſtate and 
1 pitit of the perſon, not the outward form and 
appearance of the action, which render religious 
performances acceptable. Were it otherwiſe, the 


Hypocrite or heretic would generally have much 


advantage of the real believer, who ſeldom makes 
fo fair a ſhew in the fleſh, as either of theſe, . 
THz. For my part, I was taken fo ſoon to 
heaven after my converſion, that I had no oppor- 
tunity of teſtifying my faith and hope, but by 2 


few words. However, I truſt, that the grace, 


which produced faith and hope, and gave ardour 
lon Sonny words, would 200 * produced all other 


its 
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its genuine fruits, if T had been continued longer 
in the world. Of one thing I am ſure; I ſhould 
never have prayed at all, had not my Lord in 
mercy touched my heart: nor could I have 
known to whom I prayed, or what to have prayed 
for, had not his Holy Spirit converted my foul 
from the death of ſin, and enlightened the eyes 

of my mind with the light of life. It was all of 

him, and none of myſelf, that I was plucked as 
2 brand from the burning, juſt as I Ra * 18 


= plunging into the fire for ever. 


Paul. True; it was ſo. And can you ſip: 
8 that you could poſſibly have returned to 
your old way of thieving again, if you had been 
delivered from the croſs; or, that you could have 
been pleaſed with the thought of ſinning and fin- 
ning, that grace might abound and ſuperaboundꝰ 
Tir. O horrible ! what ſtab my Maſter 
again, and crucify him afreſh! None but a devil 
could ſuggeſt the doctrine, none but his imps 
can put it in practice; and damnation is the juſt 
reward of both *. Ho can they, as you have 
well obſerved, who are dead to ſin, live any longer 
therein? The believer is crucified with Chriſt, 
and no longer lives ſpiritually by the life of his 
own hand or power, but by the faith of the Son 
« of God; or rather, he doth not ſo wy hve this 


* Rom. iii. 8. 
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* "Chriſt can never lead a man to fin, which is dead- 
neſs in itself, d the ſure forecunner of death 


: everlaſting. 


PA. Tue: a formaliſt may ail againſt fin, 
| hechutfe it produces temporal and threatens eter- 


RnNal evil; but the believer hates it for its own 


fake; abſtracted from its future inconveniences or 
_ diſaſters. | And this alſo conſtitutes another ſpe- 
cific mark of difference between them. I may 
further obſerve, that, if a carnal man pretend to 
fight againſt fin, and, preſuming on his own 
firength and reſolutions, ſhould mortify his fleſh 
like a Bramin, he is but a carnal man ſtill, mere 
fleſh, and in the fleſh: and as no effect can riſe 
above its cauſe, ſo whatever he does, or ſeems to 
do, is all from a foul and evil nature, a corrupt 
maſs of fleſh and blꝛod +, and is nothing in itſelf 
but a 10074 of the fleſh, neither begun nor ended 
for the divine glory, however dreſſed or diſguiſed. 
The regenerate perſon alone, through a help ſu- 
perior to that of nature, can truly deteſt, mortify, 
and ſubdue fin in himſelf, or overcome the wworld 
and fatan without him. This is one proof of his 
regeneration and union with Chriſt ; becauſe here 
he ſhews, that he hath light, life, and ſtrength, 
graciouſly derived from him. Thus he. delights in 
Gal. ü. 20. 1 Cor. xv. 50. 


the 
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the lau of Ged, his rule of duty trough not fount 
of life, in the inner man, and rejoices in Chriſt Fe- 
fas, having no confidence in the fleſh. He is under 
the law to Chriſt, becauſe it is altogether holy, and 
ſuſt, and good; though he is without the law in his 
conſcience, when he pleads his juſtification before 
| God; by whom he is accepted, not for works of 


righteouſneſs which he hath done, or can do, but 


only through the blood and righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt his Redeemer. This diſcernment between 
the offices of the law and the goſpel, and the pre- 
ſervation of each in its proper place, are great and 


momentous points in Chriſtian wiſdom and ex- 


perience, and ef} BR in the hours, of an 
and trial. 


THEByF. This accounts for the egen which many : 


of our brethren taſted in the world, while they 


found, withou?, fightings ; within, fears. But for 


this mercy, and the love of God ſhed abroad in 
their hearts, they muſt have ſunk under many 2 


weight of woe. I myſelf had a ſhort tafte, a blefſed 


glimpſe of glory, before I entered within the vail. * 
Par. The more a man is beat out of b1m/e/f 
land much beating he wants too) the more he 
_ ſeeks after, and delights in, his Saviour. And in 
= proportion alſo to the ſtrength and depth of men's 
convictions, under the fiery trial of God's law upon 
their n for the diſcovery of fin, all of 
which 
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» which is effected by the agency of the divine Spi- 


* 


Tit; I fy, in proportion to all this, is uſually their 


- meaſure of apprehenſion and delight in the free 
grace of God, entire recumbence upon it, and de- 


liverance from thoſe errors, which tend to darken 


or diminiſh it. © Such men, having ſorely ſmarted 


”- forſfinand ſinfulneſs, have commonly the greateſt 


diſcoveries and deteſtation of the apoſtaſy of their 


nature, and moſt of all others abhor the bare idea 


of abuſing that mercy, which took the bitter pang | 
from their hearts, and afforded them joy and peace 
in belieuing. Your dry reaſoners and ſpeculatiſts, 


ho never felt much, if any, of theſe things, are 
© the people, who are moſt likely to find Comething 


good in ſelf, and a little good in Jeſus Chriſt, and 

to ſhew and enjoy neither the one nor the other, 

in the conduct of their lips and lives. 
 Trrzy. This reminds me of your promiſe, Juſt 


now, of conſidering the true religion truly held 


and enjoyed, which you called the religion of the 


Spirit, in contradiſtinction to the religion of the 


fleſh, or even true religion profeſſed by it. | 

PavLr. The religion of the Spirit, God the 
Spirit begins in the ſoul, It is his zew creation 
in Chriſt Feſus. The objects of his grace were 
ſpiritually dead even as others; mere bones with- 


. out life,” and (as God knows) e dry 4 


© 1. * Exek. xxxvii. 2. 


| Being 


„ | 
Being dead, they were pollured; for death and pol< 
tain ſenſe, relative and reciprocal ideas . In this 
ſtate they could not help themſelves, nor deſire 


help, nor had even the heart to call for it. But 


God, who is rich in mercy, ſent forth the Spirit 
of his Son, quickened them in Chriſt, and gave them 
freely a new birth unto righteouſneſs. - For this 
purpoſe, the law was laid upon their old- man of 
fin, condemned him for ſin, made the conſeienee 


ſmart on account of it, tertified the foul with its 


danger, and brought it into keen diftreſs for its 
ſafety. No help, no reſource, appeared : every 
channel of hope was dry ; and rembrle, terror, 
bondage, and anxious deſpair, came with united 


weight to preſs down and torment the ſoul. All 


theſe were the pangs of ſpiritual and renewing 


life. And when the ſoul is thus humbled and 


brought low, circumciſed or cut off from its reſt 
in the old Adam or carnal nature; then the divine 


„ 


* Lev. xxi. 1. Numb. _ 2. Ix, 6 entailed death 


and ſeparation from God, unleſs expiation or atonement was 


made by the death of a ſubſtitute, who then received the pollu- 
tion and its curſe.— This was a part of the Jaw ceremonial, 


preaching remiſſion of {ins by Jeſus Chriſt, who for this end was 


made fin and a curſe ſor his people. 2 Cor. v. 21. Gal. iii. 13. 
No pollution under the law was ſo great as that, which was 
contracted by the touch of the dead. See upon this ſubject, 
and for an anſwer to the Socinians from the law, OUTRAM de 
Seri Li c. 6 & of 1 1% LR 
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f Spirit ſets forth the love of Jeſus, ao the Gene 7 
_ freeneſs, and ability of Jeſus and his ſalvation, be- 


fore the cyes of the regenerated and enlightened 
mind. This he uſually performs by the word of the 


goſpel: and goſpel, i.e. good news, it then becomes, 

to the recovering ſoul. The grace, which leads 

| them to the view, leads alſo to the deſire, of this 

8 1 N The power, which wroughit ſo much as 


this, efecFually werbe * to produce faith and con- 


ſdence i in it. The ſoul believes, and hopes, and 
loyes, and embraces the free ſalvation of Fe/us, 
With all the efforts of that renovated life, which 


the ſame Jeſus conſtantly ſupplies and upholds. 


It is filled with aſtoniſhment and gratitude in the 
_ ſenſe of the loving-kindneſs of God our Saviour, 
and is ready to cry out, upon the contemplation 
of his free and ſovereign bounty, Why me, 


Lord! why me? What am I, and what is my 
father's houſe, that thou ſhouldſt bring me to this, 


and ſhouldſt promiſe me, moreover, ſuch good 
things to eternity, as paſs man's underſtanding to 


conceive ?”* Then, in divine ſtrength, he prays, 
and loves to pray, and praiſe, and do the will of 
God from the heart. Then it becomes his ſu- 
preme delight to follow Jeſus in all things as his 
bright example, as well as to live upon him for 


| wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemp- 


* 1 Theſſ. ii, 13. 


. 
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tion. And he withes, with the warmeſt fervor of 


his ſoul, that no deed, no word, no, nor ſo much 
as a thought, may paſs through him or from him, 


which can, in any meaſure, diſpleaſe his Lord. 
He would be perfection itſelf, for his Maſter's 


glory, and for the good of men. And he has no- 


thing ſo much to bewail, as this; that the evil, 


dying, body, which he bears about with him, is ſo 
contrary to the law of his mind, that he cannot 
always do, nor at any time do perfectly, the things 
that he would. As he abhors the ſpirit of the 


phariſee, which would rob Chriſt of has redeem- 
ing glory; fo he lothes that filth of corruption, 
which, while it pours contempt upoh the juſt and 
good law, would turn the grace of God itſelf into 


deteſtable licentiouſneſs. And thus he walks on . 
trom day to day, living, in the denial of ſelf and its 
corruptions, upon Chriſt for every thing; and re- 


ceiving out of his fulneſs every grace, which can 

improve or adorn the Chriſtian life, till he is 

1 8 up into glory. 23 et 
TIEF. This, ſurely, is a very ent Nate- 


ment of the matter from that,, which repreſents - 


man as the firſt mover, if not the prime agent, in 


his own falvation ; the. patrons of which opinion 
conſiſtently enough make ſelf the laſt great end. 
For my own part, though I was among What is 
called the ſcum and refuſe of mankind, I had of- 
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ten enough heard, from thoſe who! TOR: our 
phariſees, that a. good life (by which was meant 
the decent obſervation of moral duties) was the 
ſure recommendation to the divine favour ; but 1 
never had any power or love for goodneſs or moral 


duty, till my dear Saviour looked upon me witn 


ineffable mercy, when I was hanging by his ſide, 


and ſpake peace to my heart by rh load of bis | 


croſs. His Holy Spirit then inſtructed me, that 
he was my Lord and my God, erucifying for my 
fins ; and accordingly enabled me to pray, that I 
might have one kind thought of his holy remem- 
brance, when he ſhould come into his kingdom. 
IT could not have ſeen, but by his divine tuition, 
that a crucified inſulted Man, as he appeared to 
be, was LoxD over all, and that this death of 


2. 


ſhame was the neceſſary paſſage, by which he 


would open an entrance for himſelf and his re- 
deemed into glory.— In ſhort, I think myſelf the 
moſt ſingular inſtance of divine benignity :—ſo 
ſingular, that (as a great chriſtian, who lived an 
age or two after me, obſerved) there is my one 
caſe recorded, of ſuch a ſinner pardoned in a dy- 
ing hour, that none might deſpair ; and but one. 
that none might preſume. | 
Pau. True, my brother: thou lovedſt BY 
becauſe he firſt loved thee, and ordained thee to 
be the "= * * 1 his victory over 
* | the 


/ 


th 


| the powgrs of darkneſs. It was the fame divine 
power, Which reached your heart and mine, and 
/ithout'which we both muſt have periſhed; yo 


| 5 in the pollution and miſchief of the beaſts, and 7 


in the pride and rebellion of the devil. Vou were 


and are greatly indebted to him. I mean not to 

deny or to leſſen the importance of the mexey 
: which ſaved you. But, after all, the eminence I 
of the bleſſing is undoubtedly mine.. Your caſe 
indeed was /ingular, and not to be drawn into ex- 


ample for the reſt of mankind; whereas mine was 
ordained for a pattern for them auh ſhould here- 
after believe. You had nothing to truſt in of your 
own, and accordingly had no falſe foundation to 


be r emoved : 1 4 depended upon a the 0 by) things 
beſide Chriſt; and was commended, encouraged, 


and hardened in that dependence; and I had alio 


many a refuge of lies to be ſwept away. You had 
n oppoſition, but a dull, groſs carnality againft 

| God: I] had a more ſubtle and direct enmity, 
kindled into rage and ſublimated by pride, through 


the influence of that evil one, to whom I was aſſi- 
milated in his faireft form of an angel of light: 


You gaye up all reſiſtance againſt your Saviour in 


a moment; I ſuſtained a conflict of three days and 
nights, and he knows how often beſide, before I 
could utterly renounce myſelf, and take my Fe/trs 
far * all in all. O then never contend any fur- 
| OS” ther 
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ther upon this point with me; but own, that! am 5 


| at once in myſelf Je eſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, and: | 


the very chief of ſinners ; and that conſequently I 
am one of the moſt extraordinary inſtances, if not 
the moſt extraordinary inſtance itſelf *, of the 
extent, the riches, and free favour of the divine 
attributes, which ever could be ſhewn to a poor, 
wretched, worthleſs, undone creature. We will 
magnify the Lord together moſt joytully ;/ but 
ſtill the longeſt and the loudeſt note ſhall be 
mine. | | 
"Trizy, I grant, dear Paul, that the view 
you have even now of your being the leaſt of all 
faints is a ſublimity of grace and glory, which 
God, who ſpeaketh not- after the falſe concep- 
tions of men, hath beſtowed upon you. The 
loweſt in ſelf is the higheſt in Chriſt, even here. 
The deepeſt humility is the moſt exalted: gran- 
deur in the mind of heaven. None of God's 
- creatures therefore can be fo humble as himſelf; 
becauſe none, in the compariſon, can ſtoop ſo low. 
Lou called yourſelf the chief of fanners, becauſe 
you ſaw and felt the moſt enormity in fin, and 
_ eſpecially in your own fin: and you triumph 
now, as before, in your meanneſs ; becauſe then 
_ moſt eminently the power and plory of your 
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dear Lord appear in you and upon you. I follow 
you in my humble meaſure of praiſe, and ſhall 
never ceaſe to adore that precious mercy, which 
delivered me in my forlorn condition, and raiſed 
me up to ſuch company as your's, and to ſo bright 
a place in this heaven of glory. 

Pur. My dear brother, I rejoice in your 
happineſs, as in my own ; and I bleſs our dear 
| Redeemer for his kindneſs and mercy, which 
ſnatched you from the very jaws of hell, and 
_ carried you up to heaven as the firſt-fruits of his 
victorious redemption. Come then, and let us 
| caſt our crowns before his ſacred feet, and 48. 
knowledge, with all this innumerable com pany, 
that HE only is worthy to receive power, and 
riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and 
glory, and bleſſing ; for He only redeemed us to God 
by his blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, abs nation, and made us unto our God kings 


and prieſts, to live and to reign with him for ever 
and ever! Amen; Hallelu-Jan! 


THE END. 
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